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MUSCLE SHOALS HERITAGE AREA LEGISLATION GAINS COMMITTEE APPROVAL
Washington, D.C. – U.S. Representative Bud Cramer (Ala.-05) announced today that the House Committee on Natural Resources approved a proposal by Representative Cramer to designate the Muscle Shoals region as a National Heritage Area.
Representative Cramer introduced the Muscle Shoals National Heritage Area Act in February of this year.  Language from Cramer’s bill was included today as part of a package of heritage areas bills added to the Celebrating America’s Heritage Act.  This omnibus Heritage Area bill would reauthorize nine existing regions and establish six new regions, including Muscle Shoals, as National Heritage Areas.  Today’s Committee approval clears the bill for full House consideration.

“The Muscle Shoals region has a unique story to tell that helps define who we are as a country,” said Cramer.  “I am pleased that we are a step closer to designating the Muscle Shoals region as a National Heritage Area, the first such designation in the state.”
A National Heritage Area is an area deemed by Congress to have natural, cultural, historic, and scenic resources that have had a significant influence on the history of the United States.  By being named a National Heritage Area, the National Park Service could provide funding to support publications and marketing for tourism, economic development, and other related opportunities.  Currently, there are thirty-seven National Heritage Areas around the country.

The Muscle Shoals region includes Colbert, Franklin, Lauderdale, Lawrence, Limestone, and Morgan Counties.  The Celebrating America’s Heritage Act would authorize $1 million a year for up to fifteen years for management and operation of the region’s preservation activities.  The legislation also includes language requiring a report after twelve years illustrating what steps the Muscle Shoals Heritage Area has taken to achieve financial sustainability for its ongoing programs.
In 2001, Representative Cramer introduced legislation to conduct a feasibility study to designate the Muscle Shoals area as a National Heritage Area.  In 2003, the area received $15,000 for the study through the National Park Service.  In FY 2005, through his seat on the House Appropriations Committee, Representative Cramer secured $48,500 to help conclude this study.  Representative Cramer also supported an additional $23,000 in 2005 for a National Park Service grant.

The Celebrating America’s Heritage Act now moves to the House for consideration.
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